1 lakh trees chopped over 8 years
for Metro, PWD projects in city

New Delhi: Over one lakh
trees were cut during 20062014
to make way for Dethi Metro

to 10% from the minimum
desired Jevel of 3%, a
Delhi high court appointed
amicus informed the court on

Wednesday

Stunned by the “magn)-
tude™ of trees cut for various
projects, a bench of Justices B
D Ahmed and Sanjiv Sachdeva
said it “certainly enabled air
pollution to increase in Dethi™.
The court directed the state
povernment, PWD, DDA and
DMRC to file aMdavits on the
number of trees cut and num-
ber of trees planted in various
areas of the capital in the past
15 yoars.

Tt gave time tll April 24 1o
the authorities to also enlist
steps taken till now to restore
Delhi’s green cover, which has
depleted over the years due to
rampant tree felling. "Amicus

trees were cut and whether
trees were planted or not.
Presenting his report, ami-

around the Ridge.
“Future plans of Delhl

green cover which will destroy
the environment,” the amicus
cautioned, pointing out that
“Delhi has only 102% forest
cover left till 2008, even though
the Forests Actsays that 30% is
minkmum,”
Vasudev also told the court
that as per his research, 10,500
people are dying in the city ev-

proach of the government au-
thorities. It asked additional
solicitor general Sanjay Jain
to inform it on the next date
about what action plan was de-
vised, if any in a meeting held
by the environment minkstry




